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In the beginning….
 In the fall of 1961 a local Quaker, 
Mara Moser, embarked on a solo 
crusade to reach out to the fami-
lies of men in prison to offer them 
compassionate and practical sup-
port.  Mara soon recruited her friends 
Betsy Conner, Lisl Auf de Heide 
and Terry Mackenzie to join her, and 
together they made a presentation 
to fellow members of the Orange 
Grove Friends Meeting.  In Decem-

ber, 1961 the Orange Grove Quakers 
agreed to allow a “Mothers’ Club” to 
use their lovely facility at the corner 
of Oakland and Orange Grove Boule-
vard two mornings a week, rent-free.  
The rest, as they say, is history.
 The original concept was decep-
tively simple, as Lisl auf de Heide de-
scribed it: “The aim is to let mothers, 
many of whom are being both mother 
and father to their children, fi nd some 
variety in their daily routines, learn 
new skills, and improve others, and, 
through discussions with mothers 
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in similar circumstances learn that 
they are not alone with any prob-
lem; while in the nursery school the 
children are exposed to a relaxed, 
though controlled, group experience, 
which helps them channel their ener-
gies and talents, and prepares them 
for an easier transition into public 
school.” 
  In 1961, four mothers with 21 
children among them attended the 
fi rst Mothers’ Club Christmas party 
and later formed the core partici-
pants in the program.  
 Mara and her cadre of volun-
teers began to offer courses in 
housekeeping, sewing, cooking and 
“charm”.  As Elinor Freeman said, 
“While we have classes in nutrition, 
money management and budget 
planning, the mothers can just visit 
with each other if they want.  We call 
it a club because it is so informal.  
Our only basic rule is that if a mother 
brings children she must be here 
too.”
 Taka Nomura was a pre-school 
teacher at the nearby prestigious 
Pacifi c Oaks.  In 1962 she respond-
ed to a request to leave her job and 
work, as a volunteer, with a “group 
of poor children.”  Using the pro-
gressive early childhood education 
principles taught at Pacifi c Oaks, 
Taka set up a children’s program and 
taught parent education at Mothers’ 
Club.
 As word spread, mothers began 
to come from the neighborhood.  

Mothers’ Club Families, 1974

50 years ago, Mara Moser washed the dishes of a 
neighbor, a young lonely mother, and the seed of 

Mothers’ Club was planted.

Congratulations for 50 years of transforming 
lives and bringing forth a community of admirers.

Jean Fleming

Whether they were single parents, 
or had husbands in custody, they 
also needed support and friend-
ship.  Most families were on welfare.  
Many were frightened to bring their 
children out of the home because of 
the neighborhood atmosphere.  Most 
were African-American at a time of 
growing racial strife in Pasadena.
 By early 1963 Pasadena City 
College began supporting the Moth-
ers’ Club programs through the PCC 
Community Education Department.  
Mothers learned cooking and sew-

ing and participated in parent edu-
cation classes, all taught by PCC 
instructors.  PCC also paid stipends 
to some of the children’s program 
teachers, including Taka.  
 During the late 1960’s and early 
1970’s Mothers’ Club was becoming 
better organized and better funded.  
One hundred people attended the 
Christmas party in 1965.  Hours were 
expanded to three mornings a week 
in l966, when 60 families were en-
rolled, and fi ve days a week by 1973.

Small boy at Mothers’ Club, circa 1965
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California Community Foundation
warmly congratulates

Mothers’ Club Family Learning Center
for 50 years of leadership and service in Los Angeles

Growing up….
Twelve years after Mara Moser 

fi rst began knocking on neighbor-
hood doors, and assisted by volun-
teer lawyer John Fauvre, and fl ush 
with United Way funding secured by 
Elinor Freeman, Mothers’ Club was 
incorporated as a nonprofi t organi-

Nevins led the charge during the 
80’s to grow community support for 
Mothers’ Club by recruiting Board 
members, donors and volunteers. 

Over the next 10 years, Sue part-
nered with strong Board Presidents, 
including Judy McDonald, Jane 
Wetzel and Elise Campbell to grow 
the budget to $240,000.  Program-
ming ran fi ve days a week and in-
cluded English as a second language 
classes, group counseling, and four 
children’s classrooms. 

In 1998, California voters ap-
proved a tax on tobacco products 
with the funds allocated to the 
improvement of the lives of children 
from prenatal through age 5.  Known 
as Proposition 10, it might more aptly 
be called the Mothers’ Club initiative, 
so well aligned was it to the Mothers’ 
Club mission.

With three-year funding from 
First 5 LA (the offi cial name of the 
Proposition 10 funding agency) 
Mothers’ Club opened a second site 
in Altadena.  Originally housed in a 
crime-ridden apartment complex, the 
new Mothers’ Club soon outgrew its 
facility and moved to another church 
property, Christ the Shepherd Lu-
theran Church, on Altadena Drive.  

zation, with an 11 member board of 
directors, including mothers from the 
program.

By 1984, Mothers’ Club had 
grown to a $64,000 agency and 
needed a part-time administrator.  
The Board hired a former mother,  
Susan Kujawa, who by 1988 be-
came the fi rst full-time Executive 
Director.  Board President Mary Lois 

Mothers’ Club children 1975
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Families came to the Altadena location for the 
same reason they fl ocked to the original Or-
ange Grove space – there was a need among 
mothers to belong to a group of women in 
similar circumstances, and a longing to share 
the joys and burdens of parenthood.

Under the dedicated leadership of chil-
dren’s teacher, Nydia Rivera, the Lutheran 
Church social rooms were transformed each 
day into a space where children from birth to 
kindergarten age could play and learn to-
gether.  Mothers helped care for the children, 
attended parenting classes, and developed 
strong, nurturing friendships with teachers 
and other parents.

In 2002, as the original three-year grant 
expired, First 5 LA began another three-year 
initiative focused on family literacy.  This was 
another funding opportunity that was tailor 
made for Mothers’ Club.  Family Literacy is 
formally defi ned as having four components:  
parent education, adult education, early child-
hood education, and parent/child interac-
tive literacy activities.  It turns out that Taka 
Nomura and the other early Mothers’ Club 
pioneers were ahead of their time in more 
ways than one.  The Mothers’ Club empha-
sis on parents participating in their children’s 
classroom activities was actually “parent/child 
interactive literacy activities.”

Mothers’ Club became one of 15 model family literacy programs in 
Los Angeles County.  The funding from First 5 LA and the participation 
in the Family Literacy Initiative brought with it the adoption of program 
evaluation methodologies that were soon incorporated into the culture 
of Mothers’ Club.  Programs and activities that had been implemented 
based on an instinctual sense of the needs of parents and children, 
were validated and improved by paying attention to demonstrated out-
comes and best practices.
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Happy 50 Year Anniversary
Looking forward to another 50 years!

Norah Morley & Anthony Koerner

Thank you for all the 
wonderful work 

Mothers’ Club has done 
throughout the years.  

Pasadena is lucky 
to have you!

Margaret & David 
Mgrublian

In recent years…
Mothers’ Club soon achieved 

a new level of excellence that was 
deeply rooted in the original vision 
of Mara Moser and her volunteers 
but also met the changing needs of 
a largely immigrant population and 
increased expectations for children 
entering kindergarten.  The validated 
outcomes achieved by children and 
parents at Mothers’ Club aligned 
with the focus of many foundations 
and donors who saw the need for 
increased accountability and a more 
rigorous curriculum.  Interestingly, 
parents responded positively to 
the higher expectations set by our 
participation in the Family Literacy 
Initiative.  Attendance soared and our 
waiting list grew to more than 200 
families.  Clearly Mothers’ Club was 

fulfi lling a need.
The increased demand for par-

ticipation in Mothers’ Club and the 
program improvements that were 
made only heightened the aware-
ness of inadequacy of our physical 
space.  Children’s classrooms were 
over-crowded and lacked many of 
the components that were taken for 
granted in other programs: child-
sized toilets and hot running water, to 
mention two glaring omissions.  Our 
toddlers didn’t even have a class-
room; they had an outdoor play area.  
When it rained the toddlers came into 
the adult room, forcing the parents to 
meet in the kitchen.

To top it off, the Quakers, after 
hosting Mothers’ Club for many, 
many years, were anxious to respond 
to new interests of some of their 
members.  Eventually, the Quakers 
asked Mothers’ Club to search for 

a new home, bringing about an end 
to a very long, mutually benefi cial 
relationship.

While the challenge of fi nding a 
new home was daunting to Mothers’ 
Club leadership, the prospect of hav-
ing our own home fueled the passion 
and excitement needed to undertake 
the momentous tasks ahead.  Board 
and staff rallied early in 2005 around 
a strategic plan that set the goal of 
conducting a capital campaign to se-
cure a permanent home for Mothers’ 
Club.  Leadership learned that The 
American Friends Service Com-
mittee, another Quaker institution, 
would be selling their long-time home 
at 980 N. Fair Oaks Avenue.  With the 
visionary spirit of Mara Moser watch-
ing over us, the Board unanimously 
approved purchasing the facility in 
September 2005.  

The next two years brought 
together a multitude of community 
leaders.  After heading up the stra-
tegic planning process, Judy Wil-
son became Board President and 
Chair of the capital campaign.  She 
and her husband Randy facilitated 
a relationship with Professional 
Business Bank for our mortgage 
and construction line of credit.  Local 
community activist and real estate 
developer Jaylene Moseley signed 
on as Project Developer and brought 
with her Andy Kaplan and Kaplan 
Construction Co. to oversee the 
“green” renovations.  Lead architect 
John Dale, and his team from Haley 
Ellis Devereaux, partnered with 
landscape architect Ronnie Siegel 
to design a facility that refl ected 

At our International Carnival in 2004, mothers 
performed traditional dances for their children.
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Mothers’ Club’s unique two-generational 
approach – with designated classrooms 
and spaces for parents, and a state-of-
the-art child development center.

The goal of $6.5 million was set and 
pledges from Board members topped 
$370,000.  With a lead gift secured 
from long-time Mothers’ Club ally, Mary 
Lois Nevins, support from foundations 
was generous.  Just two years later, in 
October 2007, Mothers’ Club opened 
the doors of its new home and exceeded 
its campaign goal, having secured $6.6 
million in pledges and donations for the 
facility.    

Mothers’ Club now serves more than 
100 children and 120 parents/adult learn-
ers every year in three programs: Fam-
ily Literacy, First Connections and Teen 
Parenting.  Mothers’ Club is a model in 
Southern California, recognized for our 
best practices in parent engagement 
and education, for our two-generation 
learning strategies for at-risk parents and 
children, and for our high-quality early 
childhood development environment and 
curriculum. Our most recent award came 
in September 2009, when the California 
Community Foundation and The Eisner 
Foundation honored Mothers’ Club with 
a top award in education for our innova-
tion, resilience and impact in improving 
the quality of life for low-income L.A. 
residents.

Congratulations to 
Mother’s Club for 

Fifty Years of 
Two-Generation 

Learning!

Fran Norris Scoble
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Looking ahead…
As we pause to celebrate the 

remarkable work Mothers’ Club has 
done in our community over the last 
50 years, let us not forget the work 
ahead of us.  

There are still hundreds of vul-
nerable families in our community 
that are in need of quality services.  
And due to the continued economic 
uncertainty facing so many of us, 
we must remain focused on how we 
can secure the revenues needed to 
fulfi ll our mission, which is to prepare 
families living in isolation and poverty 
to succeed in school and in life.

 We have much to plan for as 
we look for opportunities to expand 
our impact for another fi ve decades.  
We have an incredible staff and a 
wonderful learning center, and have 
worked diligently to maximize its use 
over the last 4 years; but there is 
room for more to be done.  

While 85% of a child’s core brain 
structure is developed by the age of 
four, less than 10% of public invest-
ments in education and development 
are spent on children, ages four and 
younger.  That is why Mother’s Club 
focuses its attention on the youngest 
of children, providing the foundation 
for children’s future health, academic 
success, and social and emotional 
well-being.

Over the coming year, Mothers’ 
Club leadership will lay the ground 
work for our next phase of expan-
sion as we look for strategies to grow 
our afternoon program to serve more 
families.  Our recent evaluation re-
port, which documents the signifi cant 
impact our program has on both chil-
dren and parents, provides powerful 
motivation for expanded support that 
will enable us to reach many more 
at-risk families.

In addition, we will expand our 
efforts to become a model for other 
programs and professionals, in our 
respective fi elds, that are looking 
to strengthen their own efforts and 
implement two-generation learning 
strategies.  

I have come to Mothers’ Club 

at an exciting time in its evolution.  
Thanks to the tremendous dedica-
tion of those who spearheaded our 
capital campaign, Mothers’ Club 
owns its facility free and clear.  This 
is especially reassuring as we face 
cutbacks in government funding 
and private support.   In order for us 
to sustain our quality services, we 
need the help of each member of our 
community.  We need to spread the 
word to our friends, neighbors and 
colleagues – that Mothers’ Club is 
a valuable asset and worthy of their 
investment.  

 I hope that we can count on 
you to be a partner in our efforts to 
expand the number of people who 
know about and support our impor-
tant work.  It is clear that it has taken 
the dedication and resources of 
many to get us here, including many 
of you.  Now, we need to build on our 
past for a strong and vibrant future.

- Hector LaFarga, Jr.   
 Executive Director



Sponsoring RestaurantsSponsoring Restaurants
Thank you to all the fi ne restaurants & establishments that made our event a great success!

A/K/A (An American Bistro)
Abricott

Amy’s Patio Café
Cutie Pie That!

Doña Rosa Bakery & Taqueria
El Cholo
El Portal

Green Street Restaurant
Noor

Pie ‘n Burger
Starbucks Coffee
Sugar Fix Bakery

Tender Greens
The Spot Gourmet Catering

Toro Sushi Bar
Mothers’ Club Homemade Pozole
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50th Anniversary Celebration50th Anniversary Celebration
October 22, 2011

Thank You to Our Generous Event Patrons

Silver PatronsSilver Patrons

Bronze PatronsBronze Patrons

FriendsFriends

50th Anniversary Chair50th Anniversary Chair
Judy Brown

Event Planning CommitteeEvent Planning Committee

Special ThanksSpecial Thanks
George Wiley, Permit & Parking Guru

Bonnie Valles – 50th Anniversary Logo
Judy Brown – Restaurant Outreach

Marie Campbell – Restaurant Outreach
Martha Spangler - Always Ready to Help!

Online Media SponsorOnline Media Sponsor
Pasadena Now

California Community Foundation
Disney Store 

Adelaide Hixon

Judy & Steve McDonald
Toyota

George Wiley, Event Underwriter

Nancy and John Carlton
Bonnie & John Dewitt

Ada Ejikeme
Margaret & David Mgrublian

Norah Morley & Tony Koerner

Sapphos Environmental
Fran Norris Scoble

Leah Thomson Snell
Maria Low Way & George Way

Maye Albanez & Tim Marty
Nicole Cobleigh

Jean Fleming
Susan Futterman & Arnie Siegel

Patricia & Rob Kocsis
Susan Kujawa
Vanessa Lee
Leslee Leong

Sian Leong-Adams
Melissa Lowry
Karen Mbanefo

Betty & Charles McKenney
Jim & Pat McLaughlin
Gayle & John Mead

Lori & Donald Meaders
Jennifer & David Murphy

Jennifer Nakata
Sarah Orth & Chris Desmond

Claudia & Ramon Pack III
Mikala & Kirk Rahn
Stephanie Rasines

Susan Rifkin & Roger Kauffman

Carmie Rodriguez
Marsha V. Rood, FAICP

Aty & Howard Rotter
Jil & Joel Sheldon

Rosemary Simmons
Maya & Jamill Soucar

Heather & Michael VanMeter
Mario Vega

Julie & Scott Ward
Julie Yannatta

Christina Conwell
Jennifer Dyer
Ada Ejikeme 
Vanessa Lee 
Ginger Mort

Asia Seely, Event Logo Design
Leah Thomson Snell

Mara Leong-Nichols, Staff Support
Sarah Orth, Staff Support
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The steadfast dedication of the 

staff and supporters of 

Mothers’ Club is an inspiration! 

The DeWitt Family

We Salute You!
Congratulations on 
50 Years of Serving
Families in Need!

Bolton & Company 
is Proud to Support

Mothers’ Club
Congratulations on your 50th
Anniversary and Best Wishes

for Continued Success!

245 S. Los Robles Avenue, Suite 105

Pasadena, CA 91101

(626) 799-7000      

www.boltonco.com  

License # 0008309

Meet 
Olivia & Julian...

My name is Olivia Medina and 
I am 19 years-old.  I have been at-
tending Mothers’ Club for two and 
half years with my son Julian, who is 
four.  I was fi rst introduced to Moth-
ers’ Club through my high school, 
Learning Works Charter School.  The 
teacher asked me if I wanted to join 
a parenting class for health credits.  
Although I did not need the credits, I 
decided to take the class anyway.  I 
was always looking for ways to learn 
more about how I could be better 
with my son.  He was two at the time 
and I did not know how to react to 
his tantrums.  I was frustrated and 
overwhelmed.  

The Teen Parenting Program at 
Mothers’ Club has helped me and my 
family a lot.  I am much more patient 
with Julian and better able to com-
municate with him.  The class also 
helped me with my relationship with 

Olivia and Julian Medina
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Hadsell Stormer Keeny
Richardson & Renick LLP

Specializing in Civil Rights, Employment 
Discrimination & International Human Rights Law


128 N. Fair Oaks Ave., Pasadena CA  91103
Tel: (626) 585-9600    Fax:  (626) 577-7079

www.hskrr.com

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by  
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and 
member SIPC, and other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation.  
Investment products:

Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value

© 2011 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.

248609 ARZ5Y4Z6-08-11 Code 444614PM-1011

AN ADVISOR WHO KNOWS YOUR PHILANTHROPIC

PASSION.
YOUR COMMUNITY.  

AND YOUR COMMITMENT TO BOTH.

MERRILL LYNCH IS PROUD TO SALUTE  
MOTHER’S CLUB 50TH ANNIVERSARY.

Merrill Lynch Financial Advisors are committed to helping  
those individuals and organizations who are making a 
difference in our community.

Leah Thomson Snell, CRPC® 
Financial Advisor 
The DiCiaccio Team

(626) 356-2044

http://fa.ml.com/john_t_diciaccio

Merrill Lynch 
225 S. Lake Ave. - Mezzanine 
Pasadena, CA  91101

Congratulations Mothers’ Club 
on 50 wonderful years! 

Looking forward to 
the next 5 decades!

Ada Ejikeme

my husband.  
After about six months in the program, I was invited to 

join First Connections, so that Julian could stay at Mothers’ 
Club while I went to school.  I still attended the teen parent-
ing classes, but the staff worked around my schedule so 
that I could go to my academic classes at Learning Works.  

For Julian, the program has been remarkable.  The 
teachers tell me he is very intelligent and that my husband 
and I are doing a great job with him.  He talks so much 
more now, interacts with his friends, and he is very patient 
with other children.  

Before coming to Mothers’ Club, I felt like I would never 
fi nish high school.  But, having Julian here enabled me to 
complete a four month internship at Kaiser Permanente 
in their legal department; and now I can say I am a High 
School graduate.  If it wasn’t for Mothers’ Club, I would not 
be where I am today.  

I am now applying to colleges and my goal is to be-
come a nurse.  I feel so comfortable around everyone at 
Mothers’ Club, and they continue to support me and Julian.  
In November, I will begin to learn all about how to enroll 
him in kindergarten and how I can support him in school.  I 
have nothing but great things to say about this place and 
everyone in it.  Thank all of you for making Mothers’ Club 
possible.  
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Our Mission & Guiding Principles

Mothers’ Club Family Learning Center prepares families living in isolation and poverty to succeed in school and in 
life.  Our programs are built on two guiding principles: in order for signifi cant, long-term change to occur within a 
family, you must reach both parent and child and educate them together; and, the most critical time to reach a fam-
ily is when children are proven to be most vulnerable and impressionable, between birth and 5 years-old. 

The Power of Two-Generation Learning

We fulfi ll our mission by providing FREE programs to disadvantaged families with children ages 0-5.  Our two-
generation learning model helps mothers and children gain the knowledge, skills and confi dence they will need to 
break out of poverty.  National research and our own evaluation results confi rm that increasing the education  levels 
of both a parent and their child is an irrefutable way to promote long-term, positive change within a family and a 
community. 

Donate On-Line & Learn More at www.mothersclub.org

Executive Director
Hector LaFarga, Jr.

Board of Directors
Norah Morley, President
Maye Albanez
Warren Bleeker 
Judith Brown
Marie Campbell
John Carlton
Jonathon Fuhrman
Susan Futterman
Mark Giles
Marcia Goodstein
Ramon Pack III
Sylvia Paz
Stephanie Rasines

Aty Rotter
Fran Norris Scoble
Jil Sheldon
Heather Boyle VanMeter
Julie Ward
George Wiley

Community Advisors
Judith Wilson, Chair
Carole Babcock
Nancy Carlton
Joan Cathcart
Mary Ann Cunningham
Ann Erdman
Jean Fleming
Adelaide Hixon
Councilman Chris Holden
Maria Low Way

Judy McDonald
Mary Lois Nevins
Dr. Dianne Philibosian 
Carmie Rodriguez
Congressman Adam Schiff

The Power of Two
October 2011
Editor: Sarah E. Orth

Mothers’ Club is a 501(c)3 
non-profi t organization.  
Tax ID 23-7275324


