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seeds grow at 
mothers’club



2009 will be remembered as a
year in which many seeds took root
and new seeds were planted at
Mothers' Club.  We had settled into
our new home and began to expand
our programs.  It was time to begin
a new strategic planning process - a
process that happened to coincide
with one of our nation's worst
economic downturns.  While we
defined a vision for the future to
broaden our outreach to families,
we were forced to acknowledge the
painful reality that we needed to
make cost reductions in the short-
term.

But, as Mothers' Club has
learned in the past, challenges can
lead to opportunities; just as germi-
nating seeds can lead to harvesting
fruit.  We remembered that, in 2006,
we set out to design a permanent
home that would position Mothers'
Club to take advantage of numerous
funding opportunities in the future.  

We envisioned an early child-
hood center that would be licensed
and meet the highest quality 
standards for care and development;
adult education classrooms that
would be quiet, flexible, and
inspiring learning spaces; and
kitchens that would not only support
the nutritional needs of hundreds of
children, but would allow us to teach
parents how to maintain healthy
lifestyles.  

And as a result of that clear
vision, the first of our seedlings
sprouted in January 2009 when
Mothers' Club partnered with Los
Angeles Universal Preschool
("LAUP") to fund our pre-kindergarten
classroom.  LAUP's evaluator
assessed the classroom using the
Early Childhood Environmental
Rating Scale.  Mothers' Club
received the highest rating (6.85 out

of 7) of any LAUP program in the
county (currently, LAUP funds more
than 100 licensed preschool centers
across Los Angeles County). 

Next, a sapling sprouted from
our long-time partnership with
Pasadena City College ("PCC"),
which has provided parent education
classes at our Center for almost 40
years.  We proposed that PCC pro-
vide English as a second language
classes 4 days each week in our
new adult education rooms.  PCC
responded favorably and now fully
funds two morning ESL classes.  

Finally, we applied for the federal
food program to provide nutritious
breakfast, lunch and snacks to the
children in our care. 

In all, seeds we planted four
years ago are producing more than
$150,000 in funding and services for

from our executive director and president

the families in our programs.  Their
root systems enabled us to finish
2009 with a balanced budget and
begin 2010 confidently - with plans
to serve more families than ever. 

It is of course the seeds we
plant with families that are most
important.  In 2009, more than 100
parents with 120 children blossomed
in our programs.  They were 
nurtured by our caring staff through
programs that are made possible by
so many like you in our community.
We are deeply grateful to everyone
who provides the on-going attention,
including the fertilizer, needed to
grow healthy and vibrant families.  

Thank you for being one of our
gardeners.  

Susan Kujawa, Executive Director  
Judy Smith Asbury, President

Executive Director Sue Kujawa & President Judy Smith Asbury with children at Mothers’ Club.
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2009 strategic vision
Mothers' Club will expand its positive impact on families by
focusing on three inter-related commitments: 

1. Continue strengthening our intensive, relationship-based
core morning program;

2. Expand programs for families with  children 0-5; and

3. Become an active model for other   programs and providers
in the fields of parent engagement and parent education, early
childhood education, family literacy, and mental health.



 Program Development: We will
develop and implement programs and
activities to support all three aspects of our
strategic vision.

 Fundraising: We will increase our
long-term capacity to sustain programs
and on-going operations by continuing to
diversify our funding streams to include a
broad individual donor base with the
capacity to make major and planned gifts,
foundations, local businesses and corpora-
tions, government grants and partnerships
with complementary agencies and
institutions. 

 Outreach: We will have multiple opportunities for community members to become
engaged with Mothers' Club.  We will have defined key messages and marketing strategies that
meet the evolving technology and communication needs of our diverse stakeholders.  

 Board Development: We will attract and maintain highly qualified Board members who
are engaged in our mission and committed to securing and leveraging financial resources for
the agency.  Board members will have well-defined roles and responsibilities and possess the
diverse expertise needed to sustain and broaden the impact of our mission.

 Organizational Structure: We will maintain an adaptive and responsive organizational
structure that will support the growing needs of the organization.

 Staff Retention: We will recruit and retain highly qualified staff by offering competitive
salaries, benefits and professional development.

strategic goals
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our mission & guiding principles
Mothers' Club Family Learning Center prepares
families living in isolation and poverty to succeed
in school and in life.  Our programs are built on
two guiding principles: in order for significant,
long-term change to occur within a family, you
must reach both parent and child and educate
them together; and, the most critical time to
reach a family is when children are proven to be
most vulnerable and impressionable, between 
birth and 5 years-old. 

the power of two: parent &
child growing together
We fulfill our mission by providing FREE
programs to disadvantaged families with 
children ages 0-5.  In all programs, mothers
and children learn side by side, gaining the
knowledge and skills they will need to break
out of poverty.  National research and our
own evaluation results confirm that educating
a  parent and child together is an irrefutable
way to promote long-term, positive change
within a family and a community.  

investing in prevention
Research has proven that children from low-
income and minority families who participate in
quality early childhood education programs with
intensive parent participation are less likely to
drop out of school, wind up in the juvenile
system, in gangs, or become pregnant.  We are
investing in the most vulnerable persons in our
society - babies and preschoolers - investments
that are proven to pay off in the future and better
our community.



family literacy
Our core family literacy program served a total of 78

parents with 90 children from 6 weeks to 5 years old.  The
program was offered Monday-Friday from 8:30am - 12pm for
11 months.  While children benefited from quality early child-
hood education, mothers learned parenting and leadership
skills, increased their own literacy skills, developed friendships
and a network of support, and received an array of family sup-
port services.  Program outcomes include:

first connections
First Connections served a total of 24 parents with 29

children, and was offered from Monday-Wednesday from
1:30-3:30pm, for 10 months.  This program is focused on
mothers with infants and toddlers and develops parenting
skills and community among mothers, while strengthening the
early bonds between mothers and their babies.

To monitor the effectiveness of this new program, we
gathered process evaluation data on the program's overall
implementation (program hours, enrollment, attendance, 
participant satisfaction, etc.) and the Ages and Stages Child
Monitoring System.  In 2009, five infants were identified and
referred to specialized services for developmental delays.

preschoolers achieving 
significant gains in verbal ability

adult learners achieving 
significant gains in English writing skills

parents supporting 
children's literacy development at home

families who reached their goals
or completed full program year

2009 Outcomes

state benchmark Mothers’ Club outcome

60%

60%

60%

75%

91%

80%

87%

98%
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from a mother
I am a mother of two girls, Lesly (2 years and eight

months-old) and Bonnie (16 months-old).  I have been
attending the First Connections program for 1 year and
already it has changed my life for the best.  When I started
coming to Mothers' Club, I was scared because I didn't
know what I was going to do here.  But with time I realized
that this was what I was looking for - to become a better
parent for my girls.  I have learned to understand Lesly and
to communicate with her without any words.  I learned how
to discipline my girls without spanking them.  

I have seen a difference in Lesly.  She expresses herself
more and more every day. She likes to share her toys and
she is more independent; loves to sing the songs that we
sing here in circle time; and her vocabulary has grown
because of her teachers.  

For my little one - when she was 7 months old I was
worried that there was something wrong with her because
she was not doing anything that a 7 month old baby should
be doing. I told her doctor that I was concerned, but he
kept saying that she was OK.  It made me happy to see
that Mothers' Club noticed that she was behind in her
development, too.  They had a meeting with me and my
partner and told us where to go and what to do.  I was so
happy to see that they care about my little one, that she
was not just another kid in the class.  So, because I did
what they told me to do, my daughter is in Physical
Therapy.  Now she is crawling and I know she soon will
learn how to walk. 

For me, I feel that every time I am here I learn some-
thing new to become a better parent for them and for me.
Even my husband has learned from Mothers' Club because
when he is off from work he comes with us and because I
tell him what I have learned that day.  I look forward to
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays to be here.  I like it
so much that whenever I see a mom with a little baby I tell
them about Mothers' Club.  

I know that babies don't come with an instruction book-
but Mothers' Club is close to being a book.  

Yakelyn Hernandez, October 2009



benefactors  
California Community 

Foundation   
First 5 Los Angeles   
The Ahmanson Foundation   
William F. Goodling Even Start 

Family Literacy Grant   

founders 
The Atlas Family Foundation   
City of Pasadena Community 

Development Block Grant   
The Schow Foundation   
Whitecap Foundation   

ambassadors   
The Crail-Johnson Foundation   
Frieda C. Fox Family Foundation   
The Green Foundation   
Deborah J. Heitz & 

Shaw B. Wagener * 
Mary Lois Nevins *  
The Patron Saints Foundation   
Sapphos Environmental   
United Way, Greater Los Angleles

associates   
Buddha Jones, LLC   
Mary Anne A. Cunningham *  
Charles & Henrietta J.

Detoy Foundation   
Helen Minton Farley *  
Marcia Goodstein & Bill Gross * 
Ellen & Harvey Knell *  
Kathy & Tony Magistrale *  
Judy & Stephen McDonald *  
The Lluella Morey 

Murphey Foundation   
Nanette & Henry Nevins *  
Northrop Grumman Corporation   
Pasadena Community Foundation 
Pasadena Tournament of 

Roses Foundation   

affiliates   
AT&T Foundation   
Phillip "Ted" Attalla *  
Gwen & Guilford Babcock *  
Carole & Mike Babcock *  
Emanuel Bachmann Foundation   
Ann & Olin Barrett *  
Renu Bhat-Hansen & 

Alex Hansen * 
Jeannine Bogaard *  

Claire & Bill Bogaard *  
Edmund A. & Marguerite L. A.

Burke Foundation   
Elisa & Eric Callow *  
Marie Campbell *  
Barbara Campbell *  
Nancy & John Carlton *  
Mrs. James Alexander Cobey *  
Leslie Dennis *  
Dorlys Devereux * 
Bonnie & John DeWitt *  
Anne Esbenshade & 

Michael R. Miele * 
Christine & Ira Felman *  
Jean & Louis Fleming *  
The Fletcher Jones Foundation   
Susan Futterman & 

Arnold Siegel * 
Jennifer & Mark Giles *  
Sandra Guerrero *  
Stephanie & J. Dale Harvey *  
Tracy & Richard Hirrel *  
Elizabeth Levitt Hirsch  
Adelaide Hixon *  
Mariko & Martin Howard *  
Charles Hubay & 

Kathleen Shields * 
Jane Kaczmarek *  
Annette Kunzman & 

Douglas Solomon * 
Charles Kurzweil *  
Margaret Leighton *  
Valerie & George Leiva *  
Linda Lopez & Harold Perera * 
Maria Low Way & George Way * 
Pat & Jim McLaughlin *  
Margaret & David Mgrublian *  
Moms Club of Altadena   
Norah Morley *  
Janice & Richard Morris *  
Jennifer & Edward Murphy *  
National Charity League
Pasadena Area Chapter   
Kathleen A. & Donald L. Orth *  
Sandra & Charles T. Osaki *  
Claudia & Ramon Pack III *  
Sylvia & Benjamin Paz *  
Manfred Perera *  
Rhea Perlman & Danny DeVito 
Marsha V. Rood *  
Shanna & Michael Rosengarten *  
Rotary Club of Pasadena   
Aty & Howard Rotter *  
Elsa Ruiz-Balle & 

Julio Garcia-Aguilar * 

Irene Sang *  
Susan & Mitchell Sawasy *  
Nan & Howard B. Schow *  
Carol M. & Carl E. Selkin *  
Jil & Joel Sheldon *  
Rosemary Simmons  
Judy Smith Asbury &

Greg Asbury * 
Target   
Victoria & John Tongish *  
Maxine Tongish *  
Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc.
Lorraine Triolo & Jeffrey Burke * 
Heather & Michael VanMeter *  
Connie & Art White *  
Judith S. & John Whiting *  
Cindy & George Wiley *  
Judith & Randy Wilson *  

friends  
Margaret Adams & Joel Edstrom 
Chris Adams  
Maye Albanez & Tim Marty 
Mary & Nick Alexander  
Jane & Tom Apostol  
Frances Atkeson  
Margaret Atterbury & 

Bruce Bernard 
Laura & John Babcock  
Barbara Bair  
Christle Balvin Hintz  
Cynthia & Robert Beart    
John R. Belanger  
Elspeth Benton  
Kitty Bergel  
Brian Biery  
Betsy & Gary Birkenbeuel  
Sy Black & Barbara Cory Black 
Sharon K. Bonner & 

Mark Mastromatteo 
Veronica & Scott Boone  
Jamie Nicol Bowles  
Mary & Jerry Boyle  
Hannah G. Bradley  
Frederika & Norman Brooks  
Tempe B. & John E. Brooks  
Judith & David Brown  
Carol & Ken Brown  
Meredith Brown  
Marilyn & George Brumder  
Therese & Robert Brummel  
Marie Sedran Burbano  
Gabrielle Burkhard & 

Bjorn Lambrigtsen 
Edith & Lou Byerly  

Elizabeth Calleton  
Gordon Campbell  
Jane G. Carruthers  
Joan & Robert J. Cathcart  
Jane Caughey  
Rosalinda Cerda  
Irene Chan  
Diana Chappell  
Eric Charlton  
Ching Y. & Kevin S. Chen  
Catherine  C. & Robert Cheney  
Pat Chevalier  
Paulette & Chris Chulack  
Johanna Clark  
Susan & Alfred M. Clark  
Helen Coates  
Wendy & Don Cobleigh  
Zan & Walter Cochran-Bond  
Elva & Richard Cooper  
Kitty & Don Cooper  
Tom Coston  
Sean Crowell & 

Paige Heaphy Crowell 
Angela Cruz  
John Dale  
Nadine & Tony Danz  
Kevin Daugherty  
Katherine Del Monte  
Virginia Detoy  
Lois & Robert Douglass  
Diana & Louis Doyle  
Marianne & Frank Dryden  
Deborah & Pedro Echeverria  
Edison International   
Janet & Steve Elkins  
Ellen Emmerson  
Katherine Erickson  
Georgianna & Paul A. Erskine  
Sandra & Mark L. Esensten  
Jane & Robert Ettinger  
Ethel L. Farrand  
Joan & John Fauvre  
Robert J. Fazio  
Sue & James Femino  
Edwin J. Fix  
Flintridge Operating Foundation   
Priscilla Dunn Flynn  
Jetty & Miller Fong  
Lauren Frankel  
Mary Freeman & Michael Davis 
Amy Futa & Stephen Horn 
Patti & Michael Gagan  
Pablo Joel Garcia  
Dan Garrison & Raina Fulton 
Julia & Andrew Gaskill  

* Mothers’ Club Guardians - a group of individuals who give $1,000 or more to our annual fund.

thank you to our donors

Page 8



Ruth Hadley  
Anna & John Hallstrom  
Beth & Robert Hansen  
Dorothea Davis Harrington  
Judith C. & Mathew C. Harrison  
Holly & William A. Hawkins  
Barbara & Willard Hayden  
Vera & James Headd  
Kathie Heller  
Sarah Hicks  
Ann Hight  
Francesca & Stanley R. Hirtle  
Mona Hobson  
Arlene & James Hogan  
Jeannette & Cal Hollis  
Jackie & John Holmes  
Julie & Don Hopf  
Kathy & Stephen Hoskins  
Petra Huerta  
Chris Ingalls  
Betty Ann & Bruce Jansson  
Eiko & Criag Johnson  
Susan Kane & 

Jonathan S. Fuhrman 
G.L. Kaplan Construction Co.
Francine H. & B. Marshall Katz  
Jane & Harry Kawahara  
Katherine Kobayashi & Hal Barron 
Pat & Rob Kocsis  
Anthony G. Koerner, MD  
Mary Fleming Kowalski & 

Jeff Kowalski 
Oretta & Garith Krause  
Kroger   
Susan Kujawa  
Hannah S. & Russell Kully  
Marilyn & Peter Langenberg  
Robert William Langton  
Karen & Richard Lapin  
Sarah Lapin  
Larry Lee  
David Lee  
Jean & Cliff Lester  
Alexandra & Victor Levine  
Diane Levitt  
Sandra Tsing Loh  
Jose de Jesus Lopez  
Ruth Veronica Lopez  
James Ludlam  
Melba Macneil  
Natalie & Victor Magistrale  
June Manners  
Barbara Martin  
Lois & Phillip Matthews  
Dorothy & John Matthiessen  
Richard Maullin  

Linda & Elliot Mazur  
Carlin & David McCarthy  
Tracy & Kenneth McCormick  
Carol & Robert McCrary  
Judith McDowell  
Sally Jeanne McKenna  
Betty & Charles McKenney  
Carla & Thomas McNamara  
Manny Medrano & Rosa Flores 
Buff Megaw  
Ava Maria Megna  
Jane Melton & David Gooler 
Irena Mendez  
Louisa Miller  
John Minervini & 

Maria Alvarez Minervini 
Montrose African Violet Society   
Priscilla Moorman  
John Moran  
Christine Stockerl Morris & 

Stephen Morris 
Elizabeth E. & Robert Morton  
Regenia P. Moses  
Ann Munger  
Wendy Munger & 

Leonard Gumport 
Gail & John Nackel  
Chris Naito  
Nancy D. Nashu  
Nestle Community Care Campaign   
Adele F. M. & 

William McCay Nevins  
Celia Gomez Newman  
Jean Nicholson  
Mary & David Noguchi  
Taka & Michy Nomura  
Meg O'Donnell  
Okuno Associates, Inc.
Karima & Juan Olivera  
Virginia & Willard Olwin  
Orange County United Way   
Cindy & Jim O'Reilly  
Sarah Orth-Desmond & 

Christian Desmond 
Toby Osos  
Kimberly Ostiller  
Craig Ouellette  
Ellen Pais & Ed Honowitz 
Laura & Nicholas Pendorf  
Debbie & Craig Penne  
Diana Peterson-More  
Evelyn Pickering  
Linda & Samuel Pillsbury  
William Podley  
Elizabeth Pomeroy  
Arlene Post  

Lisa & Tom Powell  
Stacey Pray  
Professional Business Bank
Kristina & Brian Provost  
Greta Pruitt  
Purcell, Noppe and Assoc., Inc.
Kristina L. & Edwin O.
Quintanilla  
Cindy and Rene Quiroz  
Mikala & Kirt Rahn  
Abel Ramirez  
Janice & Robert Raney  
Norma Rannie  
Stephanie Rasines & 

Richard Norton 
Gay & Ron Redcay  
Mary & George Regas  
Gloria Reynolds  
Renee Richards  
Susan Rifkin & Roger Kauffmann 
Jeannie R. Riley, D.D.S.
Linda & John R. Risch  
Lori Rose  
Ana Saavedra  
Janis Salin  
Edith Salisbury  
Joanne & Gordon Sasaki  
Louise Saurenman  
Esther & Marvin Schachter  
Leonard Schaustal  
Cheryl R. & David R.

Scheidemantle
Eileen Schoellkopf  
Peter Schulz  
Pam & Tony Schwarz *  
Fran Norris Scoble  
Martha Ellen Scott  
Linda & John H. Seiter  

Barbara Sergi  
Marva Shearer  
Lois & Fred Shotlow  
Constance Smith  
Lou Ann & John Sobieski  
Kelli S. Solovay  
Karen & Richard Sonner  
Zelia de Sousa-Lourenco  
Judith M. & James G. Spencer  
Marie Elise Spencer  
Robin & Benjamin Stafford  
Barry Storch  
Sara Swan  
Shari K. & Shoji Takeshima  
Fred Thiagarajah  
Tanya & Russell H. Thompson  
Sharon Thralls & Neil Papiano 
George Treister  
Nilaya & Vijay Trisal  
Bonnie Valles  
Saul Vasquez  
Gayleen S. Wallace  
Christina & David Wallerstein  
Julie & Scott Ward  
Joanne Watchie  
Amy & Douglas Webb  
Westridge School for Girls   
Mary Lou & Ward Whaling  
Roberta & Ron White  
Shannon & Jonathon Williamson  
J. Dale Williamson  
Janet Wood  
Joan Woodford Abu Bakir  
Kenny Woods  
Marjorie & Joseph Wyatt  
Minerva Zermeno & 

Enrique Romero 
Eileen & William Zimmerman

This donor list is based on donations and pledges received for our annual fund between July 1, 2008 and June 30, 2009. Every effort
was made to ensure accuracy and proper acknowledgment of gifts we received. If you find an error, please accept our apologies and call
our Development Office at at (626) 792-2687, ext.122.



Page 10

financial statements fiscal year ending June 30, 2009

Cash 433, 712 667,702 
Investments, at fair value 182,822 181,061
Grants receivable 209,022 241,644
Prepaid expenses 14,017 16,056
Unconditional promises to give 258,359 540,996
Property and equipment, net 6,333,326 6,494,886 

TOTAL ASSETS 7,431,258 8,142,345  

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS
Accounts payable and accrued expenses 31,469 29,398
Note payable - 569,195 

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted 6,892,074 6,057,430
Temporarily restricted 401,715 1,385,322   
Permanently restricted 106,000 101,000

TOTAL NET ASSETS 7,399,789 7,543,752

ASSETS 2009 2008

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $7,431,258 $8,142,345

SUPPORT AND REVENUE 2009 2008

Contributions 956,634 1,162,396
Capital campaign contributions 18,792 1,653,119 
Donated Services - 82,600 
Interest and dividend income 5,884 19,008
Loss on disposition of fixed assets (1,250) (14,399)
Net unrealized/realized gain on investments (11,742) (8,069) 
Special events 78,336 69,539
Other 39,183 -

EXPENSES
Program Services 926,089 837,841 
General and administrative 124,565 122,501 
Fundraising 179,146 163,852  

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS (143,963) 1,840,000

NET ASSETS - BEGINNING OF YEAR 7,453,752 5,703,752

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE 1,085,837 2,964,194

TOTAL EXPENSES 1,229,800 1,124,194

NET ASSETS - END OF YEAR $7,399,789 $7,453,752 
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