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It is exciting to present our 2017 Annual Report for the first time as Families Forward Learning Center.
This past year was one of intense preparation for the transition to our new organizational identity. With
over half a century of history and impact in the Pasadena community, we made a bold decision to affirm
the holistic, inclusive approach of our Two-Generation Learning Program Dy changing our name to
Families Forward, a name that communicates an invitation to learm and grow with us to all members of
the family.

At Families Forward Leamning Center, growth is a foundation of our mission. When | walked through the
doors of our learing center for the first time in 2011 as the incoming Executive Director, Families For-
ward (then Mothers’ Club) had recently conducted a capital campaign to purchase a permanent home.
In the years that followed, we have seen our hard work and dedication bring growth of every kind. \We
have implemented new programs, added talented teachers and professionals to our growing staff,
strengthened community partnerships, and even changed our name — all in support of our mission to
empower families.

Studies find conclusive evidence that when families have a safe, supportive place to learn and grow,
the whole community experiences the benefits. We welcome at-risk families struggling with isolation and
poverty into an environment where they can access resources, strengthen social networks, and provide
their young children with a quality education that equips them with the building blocks for success.

We believe that an investment in the well-being of families is an investment in the future. It is my
privilege to witness the impact of our programs and my joy to share them with you.

From all of us at Families Forward, thank you for your support.

M

Hector LaFarga, Jr.
Executive Director
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All children are nurtured and educated during their OUR MISSION:
first five years so they enter kindergarten ready

and able to learn. Families Forward Learning

Center prepares families

Parents are prepared for their role as their child's

first and most influential teacher and encouraged . .
to become lifelong learners. to succeed in school and in

living in isolation and poverty

life through two-generation
Families work together to improve their education,

the quality of their lives, and their community. leaming programs.

We provide free education programs and social services to disadvantaged families with children ages 0-5.

Our core Two-Generation Learning Program consists of a morning session and an afternoon session.
Each session is offered Monday-Friday for 3.5 hours each day and serves 58 children and their parents.
Both sessions include: Early Childhood Education (ECE), Parent Education, Adult Education, Mental Health
Support, and Leadership Training.

Additional programming includes:
¢ \Veckly Teen Parenting Program on Thursday afternoons
¢ \Weekly Fathers’ Support group on \Wednesday evenings

¢ Early Readers’ Book Club one Saturday morning a month




OUR GOALS  Families Forward is built on two guiding principles: in order for significant, long-term change
to occur within a family, you must reach both parent and child and educate them together; and, the most critical
time to reach a family is when children are proven to be most vulnerable and impressionable, between birth and

five years-old.

WHO WE SERVED

e 83% are living at or below the federal poverty level
® 44% of parents do not have a high school diploma
e 27% have less than a 9" grade education

® 67% are English language learners

® 44% live in overcrowded, shared households

IN THE 2016-2017 PROGRAM YEAR:

OUR PREVENTATIVE PROGRAMS
ARE DESIGNED TO:

¢ |ncrease school-readiness of young children who
are at risk for failure in school

® Increase parenting skills and adult literacy levels

e Teach parents to be active advocates for and
participants in their children’s learning

* Prevent neglect and abuse by supporting the
overall well-being of families with very young children

Children and parents met or exceeded their learning benchmarks, demonstrating children’s readiness for
school and parents’ ability to support their education, as well as their own personal development.

90% 63%

of infants of adult
and toddlers learmers
demonstrated showed gains

appropriate in their
developmental English

growth reading skills

OUTCOMES




ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Hector LaFarga, Jr., Executive Director

Julie Espinoza, Education Director

Andrea Huicochea, Senior Program Manager

Berit Anderson, Manager, Communications & Events
Johanna Clark, Manager, Individual & Foundation Giving
Paola Rodriguez, Family Engagement Specialist
Sarah Ojeda Kimbrough, Volunteer Coordinator
Martha Murillo-Spangler, Office Manager

Maria Lupe Vargas, Nutrition Coordinator

Rosa Martinez, Kitchen Aid

Guillermina Garcia, Kitchen Aid

Jose Amezcua, Maintenance

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Victoria Nuevo-Celeste
Sylvia Paz

Nelson Peralta

Andrea Perez

Jennifer Quintanilla

Peggy Adams
Jennifer Baloian
Peggy Coleman
Amy Duncan
Ronald Johnson

Nurit Kotick Abel Ramirez
Michael Leb Monica Wahl Shaffer
Vanessa Lee Carmen Vargas

Elsa Macias Julie Ward

Susan Miller George Wiley

Gary Nelson

EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION TEACHERS

Bianca Alvarado
Lucy Alvarado
Denissa Barrera
Marina Bendy
Judy Bustamante
Lorena Duenas
Gabriela Flores
Grace Gallegos
Martha Hernandez
Sandra Lear

Yolanda Martinez
Sandra Mora
Margarita Morales
Daisy Pedraza
Marisela Perez
Isabel Ramos
Susana Rivera
Rosa Sanchez
Josefina Rodriguez
Veronica Soto

Micaela Martinez Ximena Toro
COMMUNITY ADVISORS

Judith Brown Norah Morley
Nancy Carlton Fran Scoble
Ann Erdman Judith Wilson
Ellen Knell



REVENUE: $1,882,680

m Government - 38%

B Foundations - 39%

® [ndividuals - 11%

m Special BEvents - 8%
m In-Kind Services - 3%

m Corporate/Other - 1%

EXPENSES: $1,936,291

m Program Services - 79%
m General/Administrative - 6%

® Fundraising - 15%

Note: The variance in revenue versus
expenses is primarily due to depreciation.



ASSETS 2016-2017
Cash $358,931
Investments, at fair value $1,294,187
Grant receivables $250,175
Prepaid expenses $2,698
Property and equipment, net $5,148,570

TOTAL ASSETS $7,054,561

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Accounts payable and accrued expenses $56,169

Net Assets
Unrestricted $6,239,659
Temporarily restricted $498,105
Temporarily restricted - $100,000

Capital maintenance reserve
Temporarily restricted - $37,128
Kujawa staff development
Permanently restricted $123,500
Total Net Assets $6,998,392
TOTAL LIABILITES AND NET ASSETS $7,054,561




Special Thanks to Our Partners

California State Preschool Program
CDBG City of Pasadena

Child Nutrition Services - CDE
Child360

Pacific Clinics, Early Head Start
Pasadena City College

Benefactors ($100,000+)

California Community Foundation
The Eisner Foundation

Founders ($50,000-$99,999)

The Ahmanson Foundation

Atlas Family Foundation

Carl and Roberta Deutsch Foundation
Dwight Stuart Youth Fund

Pasadena Child Health Foundation

Champions ($25,000-$49,999)
Ann Peppers Foundation

The Green Foundation

The Rose Hills Foundation

Tikun Olam Foundation

Patrons ($10,000-$24,999)

Christina & Chad Conwell
Fitzberg Foundation

Kaiser Foundation Hospitals
Louis L. Borick Foundation
Patron Saints Foundation

Stewards ($5,000-$9,999)

The Kathryne Beynon Foundation

Judith & David Brown

Callie D. McGrath Foundation

Charles Detoy & Henrietta Johnson
Detoy Foundation

Disney Store Headquarters

Margaret Adams & Joel Edstrom

Marcia Goodstein

Goodwin Family Memorial Trust

Jerri & Ronald Johnson

Ellen & Harvey Knell

Judy & Stephen McDonald

Margaret & David Mgrublian

Mary Anne A. & Lary Mielke

Pasadena Tournament of Roses
Foundation

Armineh & Ara Tavitian

Deborah J. Heitz & Shaw B. Wagener

Guardians ($1,000-$4,999)

Gwen & Guilford Babcock

Jennifer & Jake Baloian

Ann & Olin Barrett

Jennifer Quintanilla & Joseph Barton

Cynthia & Robert Beart

Teri Richardson & Warren Bleeker

Robin Colman & Cheryl Bode

Clara & Emily Lanzas-Bogaard

Claire & Bill Bogaard

Marie Celeste Campbell

Julie & Jose Campos

Nancy & John Carlton

Coalition For Unity & Hope

Susan & David Codiga

Crowe Horwath, LLP.

Katherine Del Monte

Amy Duncan

Edmund A. & Marguerite L.A. Burke
Foundation

Georgianna Erskine

Ethel J. Scantland Foundation

Sydney & Ray Feeney

Susan Kane & Jonathan Fuhrman

Judith Gain

Carmen Vargas & Chris Garrido

Jennifer & Mark Giles

Jennifer Allan Goldman &
Matthew Goldman

Brenda Goldstein

Melanie Sill & Bennett Groshong

Norweeta Milburn & Anthony Jackson

Norah Morley & Tony G. Koerner

Nurit & Ron Kotick

Nancy Hytone Leb & Michael Leb

Lewis, Roca, Rothgerber & Christie, LLP

Jen & Sonny Lulla

Vanessa Lee & Justin Ma

Elissa Margolis

Kristin & Preston McAfee

Jean & Keith Milbrandt

Susan & Paul Miller

Janice & Richard Morris

Shelley Sackett & Mark Nay
Jennifer & Stephen Nomura
Kathleen & Donald Orth
Pasadena Community Foundation
Pasadena Educational Foundation
Sylvia & Benjamin Paz

Nelson Peralta

Andrea Perez

Rosalia & Abel Ramirez

Gretchen & Henry Reed

Elsa Macias & Ricardo Rivas-Plata

Athalia Rotter

Martha H. Ruffman

Sapphos Environmental

Cheryl R. & David R. Scheidemantle

Hope Schneider

Leslee Leong & Joe Shulman

Fran Norris Scoble

Monica & K. John Shaffer

Sara & Amos Shapiro

Jil & Joel Sheldon

Susan Futterman & Arnold Siegel

Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc.

Nilaya & Vijay Trisal

Michael VanMeter

Julie & Scott Ward

Katie Rothenberg Wei & Alex Wei

Wells Fargo Foundation

Wells Fargo Community Support
Campaign

Westridge School for Girls

Judith & John Whiting

Cindy & George Wiley

Judith & Randy Wilson

Elizabeth & Albert Woo

The Yes, Virginia Fund

Yolanda Torres

Allies ($200-$999)
Odalis Berto & Gio Aliano
AmazonSmile Foundation
Shaun Arora

Arroyo Insurance Services
Jonathan Avis

Kristin Bacon

Claudia & Jonathan Baloian
Taylor & Richard Beale
Briana Beltran

Kitty Bergel

Carl Berglund

Susan & Richard Biggar
Betsy & Gary Birkenbeuel
Barbara & Gerrit Bleeker
Traci Boomhower
Kenneth Brady

Karen & Steven Bristing
Janice & Thom Brown
Barbara Bruner

Susan & John Caldwell
Gordon Campbell

Paula Cannon



Nancy & Joe Carlson

Silvana & Robert Casalegno

Joan & Robert J. Cathcart

Kristin Ceva

Vicki & Richard Childs

Johanna & Alex Clark

Clifford Swan Investment Counsel LLC
Nicholas Connon

COPA

Natalie & Ted Cousins-Robledo
Annette Crump & Christopher Crump
Edwina & David Dedlow

Leslie Dennis

Sarah Orth-Desmond & Christian Desmond
Ginger Detoy

Jim Durree

Kathleen Dwyer

Jennifer & Michael Dyer

Lucinda Edwards

Elisa B.

Emanuel Bachmann Foundation

Zoe Engel

Nancy & Richard Esbenshade

Julie Espinoza

Jane & Robert Ettinger

Mona Field

Alison Fuller

Sahar Farmanesh

G.L. Kaplan Construction Co.
Brooke & Edward Garlock

Lorinette Myring-Garscia & Mark Garscia
Priscilla Gibbs

Jane & Henry Goichman

Goldman Sachs & Co.

Robyn Grandy Roesner

Anna Graves

Judy & Robert Green

Rosiris Paniagua & Guillermo Gutierrez
Art Hasan

Nicole Hernandez

Mary Fauvre Holmes & Robert Holmes
Monica & Thomas Hubbard
Dominique Ingegneri

Tina & Jack lvie

Brenda Jones

Janet & John Jones

Christine Kae

Joanne Moran & Mitchell Kauffman
Elizabeth Kendall

Torrey Sun & Katie King

Arlene Kirby

Kristen Kittscher

Pat & Rob Kocsis

Pauline Koo

Susan Kujawa

Karla Kurzweil

Elaine Kramer & J. Al Latham
Sue Parilla & Theodore Krontiris
Learning Works!

Eric Todd Lewis

Mary Yui & Jeffrey Longmate
Evie & Jorge Lopez

Irma Lopez

Constance Lue

Mara Leong-Maguinez & Roman Maguinez
Laura & Jules Marcogliese

Dorothy & John Matthiessen

David McDonald

Maeve McGrath

Sarah Hilbert & Bryan Mead

Lori & Donald Meaders

Ava Maria Megna

Anne Esbenshade & Michael R. Miele
Johanna Molina

Ginger Mort

Gretl & G. Arnold Mulder
Charles Mustachia

Jennifer Nakata

Betsy Yen & Andrew Nay

Gabie & Tim Neufeld

New Visions Christian Fellowship
Michael O’Connor

Judie & John O’Neill

Elizabeth Orndorff

Ortega Design Group

Pasadena Chamber of Commerce
Melissa & Dick Patterson

Terry & Jeff Paule

Payden & Rygel

Linda & Samuel Pillsbury

Kristina & Brian Provost

R&B Enterprises

Tanya & Francis Reader

Jen & Jamie Rhonheimer

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Carmie & Rod Rodriguez

Marcie Rothman

Chris Huntley & Leonard Schaustal
George Schmiedeshoff

Pam & Tony Schwarz

Rosemary Simmons

Linda Sindell

Deborah & Michael Skovran
Charlene & Alan Solomon

Debra & Brian Spaulding

Bobbi Hewins & David Spiegel

Susan Stannard

Barbara Steinwedell

Dennis Strum

Erica Swensson

Jill Switzer

Sherry Taylor

Linda Davis Taylor & James Taylor

Alison Taylor

The Capital Group Companies Charitable
Foundation

William Thomson

York Tsai

Annie & Gregory Van Dyke

Jeannie Vaughn

Rodrigo Vazquez

Maritza Verdugo

Judith Vogt

William Wahl

Nancy Walker

The Walt Disney Company Foundation

Julie Ward

Stacie & Paul Watson

Victoria Welch

Mary Lou & Ward Whaling

David Willingham

Lloyd & Frank Wong

Janet Wood

Youth Service America

Kristine & Walter Zavoli

We also want to thank the hundreds of
individuals who made donations less
than $199 to support our work with
families!

Special Thanks to our Name
Change Donors

Judith & David Brown
Margaret Adams & Joel Edstrom
Marcia Goodstein

Norah Morley & Tony G. Koerner
Nurit & Ron Kotick

Judy & Stephen McDonald

Susan & Paul Miller

Elsa Macias & Ricardo Rivas-Plato



My name is Perla Castellanos. | have been
married to my husband Jaime for 21 years and
have four beautiful, bright girls: they are 20,

15, 10 and four years old. My oldest daughter
Is studying to be a medical assistant; my 15
year-old will be a Junior in high school; my 10
year-old will be entering middle school; and
Luna, the youngest one, will be in PreK next
year at Families Forward.

In 1997 | tried to enroll at Families Forward
(then Mothers’ Club), but there were no
spaces available and after that, life just went
on. When Luna was a baby, friends encour-
aged me to try again, and this time there was
space. We began at Families Forward in Au-
gust 2014 when Luna was a toddler.

At Families Forward, | have been able to
fulfill my dream of going to school -
something that | know | would not have been
able to do by myself. This spring, with the en-
couragement and support of the Families For-
ward staff, | earned my high school diploma.

A high school diploma might not seem like a
big achievement, but to me it was a goal that
| didn’t think | would ever get to do. | have

had many challenges in my life, and the peo-
ple around me were not supportive. My own
mother gave me up at seven months old. | was
raised by my grandmother in Mexico. | lived
with her until | was 18 years old. My dream
was 1o study and work in the travel industry

or become a teacher. But we were so poor
that going to school was not an option
for me. | remember sometimes having to share
one plate of food with three cousins and my
grandmother. Other times we would be given a
tortilla with some salt just to fill our stomachs.

These experiences made me want to go to
school even more. | knew that many people
were not born with money but if they worked
hard and had careers, they were able to have
the things they needed for a good life. | wanted
this for me and my daughters.

Before | came to Families Forward, | tried to go
to English as a Second Language (ESL) class-
es to learn English, but often children or work
or life stopped me from continuing. Finally, at
Families Forward, | was able to start in the
Level Three class while my baby was taken
care of by the teachers at the center. | was

very happy.

| was encouraged by the staff at Families
Forward to continue to go to school at the
Community Education Center and get my high
school diploma. It has taken me almost two
years to do this. During that time, there were
many challenges that almost stopped me.

My husband didn't always understand what |
was doing. | often had to drop off the kids at
school, get Luna to Families Forward, take the
bus or get a ride to the Community Education
Center, and then arrange for someone to pick



up Luna and take care of her until | got back
on the bus from classes. Then | would cook,
clean, and try to spend time with my family.
Usually, | was doing homework until 1 a.m.,
especially, when | was studying math. | tried
not to be an added financial burden for my
husband, so | found a job cleaning houses.

Often | would have to argue with Jaime be-
cause he didn't understand why | was

pushing myself so much. Sometimes | didn't
even understand, but | knew | needed to finish.
| needed to try to make a better future for
my family, to be a role model for my girls,
to keep my dreams alive.

| believe that everyone should take advantage
of the opportunities that are available, and
Families Forward was giving me a big oppor-
tunity. | could not waste it. Besides supporting
my education, | was learmning to be a better
parent, my husband attended the Father's
Group, and Luna was learming so much.

Now, | am not sure what | will be studying in
the future but | know | will continue my
education. I'm thinking about studying to be a
radiologist or something in the medical field. |
know | can complete the goals that | set.
My time at Families Forward has proven that.

Thank you for your help, support, and for
keeping the center open so families can
achieve their dreams. We need it.

-Perla Castellanos
Families Forward Parent Participant

Perla's story was transcribed from a speech
delivered at the 2077 Guardian Event,

Perla's youngest daughter, Luna, will graduate
from Families Forward this spring and start
Kindergarten at Webster Elermentary School in
the fall. Perla recently recieved her Cemetary
Salesperson License and is employed as a
Pre-Need Family Counselor.
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