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STRENGTHENING FAMILIES

 At Mothers’ Club Family Learning Center, 
our strength comes from our holistic approach. 
We are a two-generation learning center 
that provides comprehensive education 
programs and social services for the whole 
family. 
 Sometimes it is easier to describe 
what we are not: we are not just child care; 
we don’t just provide ESL classes; we aren’t 
just preparing kids for kindergarten. We do 
much more. We empower parents and children 
by providing education, skills, resources, and 
confidence. We strengthen families.
 At the same time, we strengthen the community. Mothers’ Club 
knows that a community is only as strong as the members within it. 
We connect parents struggling with isolation and poverty with the resources 
and social networks they need to become productive, contributing members 
of society. We provide free early education to children who are at-risk of 
being left behind. Research suggests that high-quality preschool with intensive 
parent engagement provides society with a return on investment of $8.60 
for every $1 spent. Investing in families now will benefit the community 
exponentially for generations to come. 
 Over the past 56 years, we’ve come a long way as an organization – 
from an informal “club” of moms and kids to a model two-generation learning 
program providing high-quality early childhood education. Whether you’ve 
been a supporter for two months or 25 years, thank you for coming with us 
on our journey to strengthen families and the community. 
 As we look towards the future, we’re excited to offer even more 
services to those in need. We will be creating opportunities for grandparents 

to get involved, offering 
programming during nights 
and weekends, building 
a network of alumnae, 
and lending our voice to 
advocate for causes close 
to our heart. Our past has 
prepared us for our future and 
we look forward to continuing 
our growth!



WHO WE ARE

PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES
We provide free education programs and social 
services to disadvantaged families with children 
ages 0-5.

Our core Two-Generation Learning 
Program consists of a morning session and 
an afternoon session. Both sessions contain: 
Early Childhood Education, Parent Education, 
Adult Education, Mental Health Support, and 
Leadership Training.

Our morning session is offered 
Monday-Friday from 8:30am-12pm and 
serves 62 children and their parents.
Our afternoon session is offered 
Monday-Friday from 1:00-4:30pm and 
serves 56 children and their parents. 

Weekly Teen Parenting Program on 
Thursday afternoons

Weekly Fathers’ Support group on 
Wednesday evenings

Early Readers’ Book Club one Saturday 
morning a month

MISSION
Mothers’ Club Family Learning Center prepares families living in isolation 
and poverty to succeed in school and in life through two-generation 
learning programs.

VISION
Families will work together to be active and contributing members 
of their local community and of the larger society.

Parents will be welcomed into our community as 
partners, life-long learners, and their child’s primary 
and most influential teacher.

All children will be nurtured and prepared to 
enter kindergarten ready and able to learn.



WHAT WE DO

OUR GOALS
Mothers’ Club is built on two guiding principles: in order for significant, long-
term change to occur within a family, you must reach both parent and child and 
educate them together; and, the most critical time to reach a family is when 
children are proven to be most vulnerable and impressionable, between birth 
and five years-old.

Our preventive programs are designed to:
Increase school-readiness of young children 
who are at-risk for failure in school
Increase parenting skills and adult literacy 
levels 
Teach parents to be active advocates for 
and participants in their children’s learning
Prevent neglect and abuse by supporting 
the overall well-being of families with very 
young children

83% are living at or below the federal 
poverty level
44% of parents do not have a high 
school diploma
27% have less than a 9th grade 
education
67% are English language learners 
44% live in overcrowded, shared 
households.

WHO WE SERVED
Of the families we served in 2015-2016: 

Across our programs, children and parents met or exceeded their learning 
benchmarks, demonstrating children’s readiness for school and parents’ ability to 
support their children’s education, as well as their own personal development.

OUTCOMES

98% of infants and toddlers demonstrated appropriate developmental growth
92% of children entering kindergarten possessed school readiness skills
73% of adult learners showed gains in their English reading skills
92% of parents took on a leadership role at Mothers’ Club



Hector LaFarga, Jr., Executive Director
Silvana Casalegno, Program Director
Julie Espinoza, Education Director
Mara Leong-Nichols, Development Director
Berit Anderson, Development Associate
Sarah Ojeda Kimbrough, Volunteer Coordinator
Martha Murillo-Spangler, Office Manager
Andrea Huicochea, Program Coordinator
Maria Lupe Vargas, Nutrition Coordinator
Rosa Martinez, Kitchen Aid
Guillermina Garcia, Kitchen Aid
Jose Amezcua, Maintenance

Cindy Alvarado
Lucy Alvarez
Denisse Barrera
Marina Bendy
Judith Bustamante
Alejandra Chavez
Celeste Colerick
Maria De La Cruz
Gabriela Flores
Martha Hernandez

Micaela Martinez
Sandra Mora
Margarita Morales
Daisy Pedraza
Marisela Perez
Isabel Ramos
Susana Rivera
Josefina Rodriguez
Veronica Soto
Ximena Toro

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
TEACHERS

Peggy Adams
Jennifer Baloian
Warren Bleeker
Judy Brown
Amy Duncan
Jon Fuhrman
Ronald Johnson
Nurit Kotick
Michael Leb
Vanessa Lee
Elsa Macias
Jean Milbrandt

Norweeta Milburn
Susan Miller
Sylvia Paz
Nelson Peralta
Andrea Perez
Jennifer Quintanilla
Abel Ramirez
Monica Wahl Shaffer
Sara Shapiro
Carmen Vargas
George Wiley
Elizabeth Woo

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMUNITY ADVISORS
Carole Babcock
Nancy Carlton
Joan Cathcart
Ann Erdman
Jean Fleming
Adelaide Hixon
Assemblymember 
   Chris Holden

Maria Low Way
Judy McDonald
Mary Anne Mielke
Dr. Dianne Philibosian 
Carmie Rodriguez
Felicia Williams
Judith Wilson

LEADERSHIP & STAFF



ASSETS 2015-2016
Cash $65,244
Investments, at fair value $1,553,437
Grant receivables $213,943
Prepaid expenses $848
Property and equipment, net $5,267,225

TOTAL ASSETS $7,100,697

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Accounts payable and accrued expenses $48,694

Net Assets
Unrestricted $6,351,608
Temporarily restricted $439,767
Temporarily restricted – 
        Capital maintenance reserve

$100,000

Temporarily restricted – 
        Kujawa staff development

$37,128

Permanently restricted $123,500
Total Net Assets $7,052,003

TOTAL LIABILITES AND NET ASSETS $7,100,697

FINANCIAL POSITION



REVENUE: $1,692,036

EXPENSES: $1,874,749

Program Services - 79%

General/Administrative - 7%

Fundraising - 14%

Government - 36%

Foundations - 42%

Individuals - 9%

Special Events - 7%

In-Kind Services - 5%

Corporate/Other - 1%

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

Note: The variance in revenue versus 
expenses is primarily due to depreciation 
and unrealized loss on investments.



Benefactors ($100,000+)
The Angell Foundation
The Schow Foundation
Weingart Foundation

Founders ($50,000-$99,999)
Atlas Family Foundation
Carl and Roberta Deutsch Foundation
Los Angeles Times Family Fund
The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation

Champions ($25,000-$49,999)
Ann Peppers Foundation
Pasadena Child Health Foundation
Tikun Olam Foundation

Patrons ($10,000-$24,999)
The Annenberg Foundation
Fitzberg Foundation
Goodwin Family Memorial Trust
Pasadena Community Foundation
Patron Saints Foundation

Stewards ($5,000-$9,999)
Judith & David Brown
The California Endowment
Christina & Chad Conwell
Charles Detoy & Henrietta Johnson 
  Detoy Foundation
Disney Store Headquarters
Kaiser Foundation Hospitals
Ellen & Harvey Knell
The Liatis Foundation
Margaret & David Mgrublian
Mary Anne A. & Lary Mielke
Marcia Goodstein
Pasadena Tournament of Roses 
  Foundation
Ronald McDonald House Charities of 
  Southern California
The Walt Disney Company Foundation

Guardians ($1,000-$4,999)
Gwen & Guilford Babcock
Kristin Bacon
Ann & Olin Barrett
Jennifer Quintanilla & Joseph Barton
Cynthia & Robert Beart
Teri Richardson & Warren Bleeker
Robin Colman & Cheryl Bode
Clara & Emily Lanzas-Bogaard
Claire & Bill Bogaard
Nancy & John Carlton
Kristin Ceva
Crowe Horwath, LLP.
Disney EARS To You
Amy Duncan
Kathleen & Gerald Duncan
Jennifer & Michael Dyer

Edmund A. & Marguerite LA Burke 
  Foundation
Margaret Adams & Joel Edstrom
Georgianna Erskine
Ethel J. Scantland Foundation
Howard Farber
Sydney & Ray Feeney
Jean Fleming
The Foundation of San Marino   
  Community Church
Susan Kane & Jonathan Fuhrman
Carmen Vargas & Chris Garrido
Karen Gelinas
Jennifer & Mark Giles
Jennifer Allan Goldman & 
  Matthew Goldman
Melanie Sill & Bennett Groshong
Wendy Munger & Leonard Gumport
Nabeela & Amer Hanna
Renu Bhat-Hansen & Alex Hansen
Adelaide Hixon
Norweeta Milburn & Anthony Jackson
Jerri & Ronald Johnson
Norah Morley & Tony G. Koerner
Nurit & Ron Kotick
Susan Kujawa
Learning Works!
Nancy Hytone Leb & Michael Leb
Lewis, Roca, Rothgerber & Christie, LLP
Evie & Jorge Lopez
Constance Lue
Vanessa Lee & Justin Ma
Kathy & Anthony Magistrale
Elissa Margolis
Amalia Marquez
Maye Albanez & Tim Marty
Kristin & Preston McAfee
Judy & Stephen McDonald
McMaster-Carr Supply Company
Anne Esbenshade & Michael R. Miele 
Jean & Keith Milbrandt
Janice & Richard Morris
Gabie & Tim Neufeld
Jennifer & Stephen Nomura
Richard Norton
Christopher Orndorff
Kathleen & Donald Orth
Terry & Jeff Paule
Sylvia & Benjamin Paz
Sylvia & Marcel Ponton
R&B Enterprises
Rosalia & Abel Ramirez
Gretchen & Henry Reed
Elsa Macias & Ricardo Rivas-Plata
The Robert M. Adams Foundation
Athalia Rotter
Benjamin Rotter
Martha H. Ruffman

George Schmiedeshoff
Fran Norris Scoble
Monica & K. John Shaffer
Sara & Amos Shapiro
Jil & Joel Sheldon
Susan Futterman & Arnold Siegel
Peggy Smith
Heather & Gabriel Stern
Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc.
Nilaya & Vijay Trisal
Michael VanMeter
Julie & Scott Ward
Stacie & Paul Watson
Westridge School for Girls
Judith & John Whiting
Judith & Randy Wilson
Elizabeth & Albert Woo
The Yes, Virginia Fund
Dorothy & Igal Yungman

Allies ($200-$999)
Steven Abramson
Sian Leong Adams & Ian Adams
Marcia Alper
AmazonSmile Foundation
The Amgen Foundation
Debbie Andersen
Arroyo Insurance Services
Ken Baldassari
Jennifer & Jake Baloian
Hal Barron & Katherine Kobayashi
Lawrence Cox & Barbara Bauer
Kitty Bergel
Jodie Berger
Lee Jay Berman
Mary Ann & Mickey Bernath
Barbara & Gerrit Bleeker
Traci Boomhower
Hannah G. Bradley
Jonathan Storey & Bradley Brady
Frederika & Norman Brooks
Lynn & Ben Broudy
Janice & Thom Brown
Carol Butler
Susan & John Caldwell
Marisa Callahan
Marie Celeste Campbell
Gordon Campbell
Julie & Jose Campos
Carmel Pasadena Foundation
Kathryn Caruso
Silvana & Robert Casalegno
Jay Cervenka
Barbra & Eric Chabot
Ony Chambers
Barry Jones & Catherine C. Cheney
Vicki & Richard Childs
Johanna & Alex Clark

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS



Linda & Alan Clelland
Coalition for Unity and Hope
Elizabeth S. & Steven M. Conovitz
Carolyn Cota
Barbara Covington
Annette Crump & Christopher Crump
Richard E. Davis
Leslie Dennis
Sarah Orth-Desmond & Christian Desmond
Virginia Detoy
Bonnie & John DeWitt
Maria & Joseph Di Massa
Debbie & Dave Dillard
Lorrie & Glen Drogin
Drs. Janene and Tom Scovel Foundation
Richard Drooyan & Anita Dymant
Lucinda Edwards
Lynne & Julian Elliott
Emanuel Bachmann Foundation
Nancy & Richard Esbenshade
Sandra & Mark L. Esensten
Julie Espinoza
Sahar Farmanesh
Ellen Leyva & Curt Feldtkeller
First Quadrant
Sean Fox
Lauren Frankel
G.L. Kaplan Construction Co.
Gap Inc.
Brooke & Edward Garlock
Lorinette Myring-Garscia & Mark Garscia
Debbie Giles Zemitis
Gordon Goldsmith
Brenda Goldstein
Robyn Grandy Roesner
Sandra Guerrero
Rosiris Paniagua & Guillermo Gutierrez
Art Hasan
James Henrich
Mary Hofmann Henriques   
  & Weyron Henriques
Cynthia Herrington
Alexandra & Jake Hollis
Sandra Hunt

Dominique Ingegneri
Guy Jamison
Jewish Federation of the Greater 
  San Gabriel & Pomona Valleys
Janet & John Jones
Brenda Jones
Jennifer Jones
Joanne Moran & Mitchell Kauffman
Carol McCleary & Gregory Keating
Arlene Kirby
KPMG
Sue Parilla & Theodore Krontiris
Elaine Kramer & J. Al Latham
Leonard Lebow
Annelise Li & James Lin
Irma Lopez
Maria Low Way
Bonnie & Ceasar Macias
Janice Ann & Ian R. Macmillan
Mara Leong-Maguinez & Roman Maguinez
Sharon Bonner & Mark Mastromatteo
Betty McKenney
Ava Maria Megna
Lloyd Milburn
Susan & Paul Miller
Louisa Miller
Simone & Thomas Mills
Joanne Moran
Ginger Mort
Jennifer & Edward Murphy
Charlotte Myers
Jennifer Nakata
Shelley Sackett & Mark Nay
Betsy Yen & Andrew Nay
Occidental College
Janice & Josh Pais
Pasadena Chamber of Commerce
Payden & Rygel
Nelson Peralta
Carol & Rick Phegley
Peggy Phelps
Phillips Industries
Evelyn Pickering
Linda & Samuel Pillsbury

Liisa & Andy Primack
Zachary Krasman & Nikolas Primack
Greta & Robert Pruitt
Tanya & Francis Reader
Nydia & Armando Rivero
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Jean Rosenbluth & Richard Robinson
Ricki Robinson
Carmie & Rod Rodriguez
Chris Huntley & Leonard Schaustal
Leslee Leong & Joe Schulman
Susan Schwartz
Pam & Tony Schwarz
Carol M. & Carl E. Selkin
Nicole Sevilla
The Sidley Austin Foundation
Rosemary Simmons
Karen Smits
Sandra Snider
Charlene & Alan Solomon
Mary Quirk & William Steinberg Ph.D.
Candice Reinhardt & Bryan Stephens
Emily & Scott Street
Dennis Strum
Maria & Terry Tornek
Ximena & Jose Noel Toro
Treasure Little Children Foundation
York Tsai
Rodrigo Vazquez
Vroman’s Bookstore
Roberta Wahl
Nancy Walsh
Pam Warner & Ed Watson
Mary Lou & Ward Whaling
Felicia Williams
Amy & Richard Wohl
Janet Wood
Mary Yui
Zell Family Foundation

We also want to thank the hundreds 
of individuals who made donations 
less than $199 to support our work 
with families!

Special Thanks to 
Our Partners

California State Preschool Program
CDBG City of Pasadena

Child Nutrition Services - CDE
LAUP

Pacific Clinics, Early Head Start
Pasadena City College

Gifts & Pledges Received July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016
Every effort was made to ensure accuracy and proper acknowledgment 
of gifts we received. If you find an error, please accept our apologies and 

call our Development Office at (626)792-2687 ext.122.



 A lot of immigrants come to 
this wonderful country looking for 
opportunities. For my family, we had 
to leave Guatemala in fear for our 
lives. Growing up in Guatemala, I 
thought I had my life well planned out. 
I was studying to be a doctor and my 
husband was a civil engineer. In our 
five years of marriage, we had built 
a nice life. I had my house, my be-
longings, and I was expecting my first 
child, Fatima. I had dreams of seeing 
our family grow and I was happy. 
 However, the civil unrest in 
Guatemala was growing more and 
more dangerous. The government is 
not very good at keeping control and 
the people are very unhappy. There is 
a lot of poverty and people are des-
perate. There are organized criminals 
that go after the middle class and try 
to extort money from them.  
 My family is one of those 
being victimized. Even though my hus-
band and I do not get into politics, my 
family works in the legal system. My 

mother is a lawyer and my uncle was 
a judge. With that connection, my en-
tire family was targeted. People would 
call and tell us that we needed to pay 
or they would kill our family members 
or kidnap our children. We had to 
be very careful where we went and 
always go with someone that could 
protect us. Cars would be stopped 
in the middle of the street and peo-
ple would be carried off. In fear, my 
family members started to move out 
of the city to the countryside or to 
other cities but that did not help. My 
husband Noe and I started to get calls 
telling us that they knew where our 
baby was or where my husband was 
working. For more than a year we 
lived in constant fear. 
 By the time Fatima was a year 
old, I knew we could not stay in this 
environment. I could not live with the 
fear, the tension, and the stress that 
these criminals were creating in my 
family. I was so scared for my baby’s 
life and knew we had to find another 
way to live. My husband’s broth-
er lived in Pasadena and luckily he 
offered us refuge. Noe and I decided 
to leave everything we had made for 
ourselves and everything we knew 
because it was more important to give 
our daughter a safe life.
 Intellectually, I understood the 
changes that were coming; but emo-
tionally, I never imagined the pain. We 
were starting over. We had to leave 
everything we knew and had worked 
for as a couple in five years of mar-
riage. All of our belongings were now 
in three suitcases. I cried for several 

A FAMILY’S STORY



weeks, maybe even months. I was not 
crying for the objects, but for the loss 
of my dreams and of my home. 
 In 2015 we arrived in Pasade-
na. We could not get jobs like we had 
in Guatemala. I was a doctor and my 
husband an engineer but our degrees 
are not valid in this country. My 
husband was helping his brother with 
construction work. I did not speak 
much English and didn’t know how to 
get a job or what to do with my baby. 
 I was not sure what we should 
do. My sister-in-law had attended 
Mothers’ Club and told me that I 
should go and that they could help 
me. I was placed on the waitlist, but 
by August of 2015, we were able to 
enroll. I joined the ESL class and took 
parent education. My daughter was 
enrolled in the Twos Classroom. I felt 
welcomed and started to feel that I 
was not alone. I met the other moms 
and this wonderful place became part 
of my family. The staff was helpful and 
kind and I learned so much. I found 

friends that told me what parks to go 
to, what sports Fatima would enjoy, 
and I started to feel safe again. 
 Mothers’ Club has helped me 
to not be afraid and to remember my 
goals as a person. As a professional, 
I want to continue within the health 
field but I’m not sure in what area. For 
now, I have finished English levels two 
and three at Mothers’ Club and am 
currently enrolled at the community 
education center for level 4-B. My 
husband is learning about construc-
tion materials and wants to get his 
contractor’s license. We had a baby 
boy, Santiago, who is 1 year old and in 
the infant room at Mothers’ Club. We 
are working with a lawyer to finalize 
our visa situation and have hopes that 
things will work out. 
 I now know that life is not 
always what you plan. Crying helps re-
lieve the pain but does not fix things. 
But having a safe, welcoming place can 
change your life. I want to thank you 
for your work in keeping Mothers’ 
Club Family Learning Center open. 
It is a place where we can improve 
ourselves, where our children learn, 
and where the loneliness goes away. I 
still miss my family but I have found so 
many wonderful friends.

- Lourdes Ocana
Mothers’ Club Participant

Lourdes Ocana 
shared her family’s 
personal story at 
our Power of Two 
dinner in March 
2017.
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