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As we begin 2014, Mothers’ Club Family Learning 
Center continues to be dedicated to our vision of a better 
future for all families in our community.  A future where:

•	 All children will be nurtured and educated during their first five 
years, develop healthy bonds with their parents and teachers, and 
enter kindergarten ready and able to learn;
•	 Every mother will be prepared for her role as her child’s first and 
most influential teacher, know that she is never alone as a parent, 
and believe that she is a life-long learner; and 
•	 Families will work together to improve the quality of their lives, 
be connected to their schools and community, and will be active, 
contributing members of society.

Our vision might be ambitious, but each day we do our part to make 
it a reality.  By providing early childhood education and intervention 
services, parent and adult education, English as a second language, 
leadership training, and mental health support to the neediest families 
in our community, we are giving them the skills and resources they 
need to create our envisioned future.

During the 2012-2013 program year, Mothers’ Club served 110 children 
and 92 parents in our three core programs.  This year we’ve been able 
to expand our services to include sixteen more four year olds in an 
afternoon PreK classroom funded by Los Angeles Universal Preschool.  
With a waiting list of over 160 families, Mothers’ Club looks forward 
to expanding our services and responding to the unmet need in our 
community.

Thank you for joining with Mothers’ Club to create a brighter future, one 
family at a time.

Hector LaFarga, Jr.
Executive Director

Fran Norris Scoble
Board President

Letter from our Executive Director 
& President of the Board



Hector LaFarga, Jr., Executive Director
Silvana Casalegno, Program Director
Julie Espinoza, Director of Education
Mara Leong-Nichols, Development Manager
Sarah Hilbert, Volunteer Coordinator
Lara Nassar, Development Assistant
Martha Murillo-Spangler, Office Manager
Andrea Huicochea, Data Manager
Maria Vargas, Nutrition Coordinator
Rosa Martinez, Kitchen Aid
Jose Amezcua, Maintenance

Saharai Alvarez
Marina Bendy
Alejandra Chavez
Celeste Colerick
Maria de la Cruz
Martha Hernandez
Maria Lozano
Monica Montenegro

Sandra Mora
Margarita Morales
Dana Ramage
Isabel Ramos
Nydia Rivero
Josefina Rodriguez
Veronica Soto
Ximena Toro

Early Childhood Education Teachers

Peggy Adams
Renu Bhat-Hansen
Warren Bleeker
Judith Brown
John Carlton
Amy Duncan
Jon Fuhrman
Vanessa Lee
Connie Lue
Elsa Macias

Carole Babcock
Nancy Carlton
Joan Cathcart
Ann Erdman
Jean Fleming
Susan Futterman
Adelaide Hixon
Assemblymember 
   Chris Holden

Kelly McCord
Jean Milbrandt
Norah Morley
Sylvia Paz
Stephanie Rasines
Gretchen Reed
Heather Stern
Carmen Vargas
Julie Ward

Board of Directors Community Advisors

Maria Low Way
Judy McDonald
Mary Anne Mielke
Mary Lois Nevins
Dr. Dianne Philibosian 
Carmie Rodriguez
Congressman Adam 
   Schiff
Judith Wilson

Fran Norris Scoble, President

Leadership and Staff



Programs: Our Morning Family Literacy Program served 
69 children ages 0-5 and 57 parents.  The program was offered 
Monday-Friday from 8:30am-12pm for 11 months.

Our Afternoon First Connections 
Program served 24 infants/toddlers and 
20 parents and was offered Monday-Friday 
from 1pm-4:30pm throughout the year.

Our Teen Parenting Program served 
15 teen moms and 17 children in a weekly 
class.

Programs consist of:
•	 Early Childhood Education
•	 Parent Education
•	 Adult Education
•	 English as a Second Language
•	 Parent/Child Literacy Activities
•	 Family Literacy Classes
•	 Health & Nutrition Workshops
•	 Mental Health Services

PreK Self Portraits

2013 Program Accomplishments & Outcomes

Mission: Mothers’ Club Family Learning Center prepares families 
living in isolation and poverty to succeed in school and in life 
through two-generation learning programs.  

We fulfill our mission by providing free programs to disadvantaged 
families with children ages 0-5.  In all of our programs, mothers 
and children are enrolled in their own programming, gaining the 
knowledge and skills they will need to break out of poverty.

Program Update: As of July 2013, 
we were able to expand our Afternoon 
First Connections Program to serve an 
additional sixteen at-risk children and their 
parents each day.  Through an extension 
of our partnership with Los Angeles 
Universal Preschool (LAUP), we have 
opened and filled a new classroom for four 
year olds.  Our Afternoon Program now 
serves 40 children per day for the 2013-
2014 program year.



2013 Outcomes: Across our programs, children and parents met 
or exceeded their learning benchmarks, demonstrating children’s 
readiness for school and parents’ readiness to support their 
children’s education, as well as their own personal development.

Mothers’ Club Outcome

Families who reached their goal 
or completed the school year

Parents supporting their 
children’s literacy development

Adults achieving gains in 
English writing skills

PreK students demonstrating 
school readiness skills

State Benchmark

80% 100%

60% 68%

60% 94%

80% 96%

11
mothers continued 

their education 
by enrolling in 
GED classes, 

college courses or 
vocational training

400
volunteers enriched 
our programs and 

provided a valuable 
service to the 

community

percent of 
Mothers’ Club 

parents now read 
to their children 3 
or more times per 

week

97



Revenue: $1,681,498

Government: 29%

Foundations: 43%

Individuals: 11%

Special Events: 6%

In-Kind Services: 5%

Investments: 5%

Corporate/Other: 1% 

2012-2013
ASSETS

Cash $221,005 
Investments, at fair value $1,441,390 
Grants receivable $269,044 
Prepaid expenses $36,096 
Other current assets $1,000 
Property and equipment, net $5,707,944 

TOTAL ASSETS $7,676,479 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Accounts payable and accrued expenses $52,875 

Total Liabilities $52,875

Net Assets
Unrestricted $7,042,355 
Temporarily restricted $318,486 
Temporarily restricted - 

Capital Maintenance Reserve
$100,000 

Temporarily restricted - 
Kujawa Staff Development Fund

$39,263 

Permanently restricted $123,500 

Total Net Assets $7,623,604 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS  $7,676,479 

Statement of Financial Position
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2013



Program Services: 78%

Fundraising: 14%

General/Administrative: 8%

Expenses: $1,648,127

Statement of Activities
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2013

2012-2013
SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Contributions $1,409,402 
Donated Services $83,039 

Interest and dividend income $15,144 
Net unrealized/realized loss on 
investments

$67,339 

Special events $106,574 

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE $1,681,498 

EXPENSES
Program Services $1,291,240 
General and administrative $125,062 
Fundraising $231,825 

TOTAL EXPENSES $1,648,127 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $33,371 

NET ASSETS - BEGINNING OF YEAR $7,590,233 

NET ASSETS - END OF YEAR $7,623,604 



Benefactors ($100,000+) 
California Community Foundation 
Community Development Institute 
The Eisner Foundation 
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Renu Bhat-Hansen & Alex Hansen 
Adelaide Hixon 
Kathleen Shields & Charles Hubay 
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Janice & Richard Morris 
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Mary Lois Nevins 
Jennifer & Stephen Nomura 
Stephanie Rasines & Richard Norton 
Beth & Christopher Orndorff 
Kathleen & Donald L. Orth 
Ramon Pack III 
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   Foundation 
Sylvia & Benjamin Paz 
Gay & Ron Redcay 
Gretchen & Henry Reed 
Robert E. Hansen Family Foundation
Athalia & Howard Rotter 
Lori & Ted Samuels 
Karen Leiko Otamura & 
   Michael Schneickert 
Leslee Leong & Joe Schulman 
Fran Norris Scoble 
Jil & Joel Sheldon 
Susan Futterman & Arnold Siegel 
Antonia Hernandez & Michael Stern 
Clare Tayback 
Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc. 
Heather & Michael VanMeter 
Carmen Vargas 
Julie & Scott Ward 
Judith & John Whiting 
Cindy & George Wiley 
Judith & Randy Wilson PreK Circle Paintings

Thank You to Our Donors
Gifts & Pledges Received Between July 1, 2012 & June 30, 2013

Every effort was made to ensure accuracy and proper acknowledgement of gifts we received.  
If you find an error, please accept our apologies and call our Development Office at (626) 792-2687, 122.



Friends ($200-$999) 
Mari & Joseph Abrams 
Sian Leong Adams & Ian Adams 
Maryam Ahmad 
All Saints Church 
Ronda Allen 
Saharai & Elik Alvarez 
Amgen Foundation
Arroyo Insurance Services
Virginia Barger 
Jennifer Quintanilla & Joseph Barton 
Julieta & Jeffrey Bennett 
Berkhemer Clayton, Inc. 
Betsy & Gary Birkenbeuel 
Barbara & Gerrit Bleeker 
Sharon Bonner & 
   Mark Mastromatteo
Hannah G. Bradley 
Frederika & Norman Brooks 
Janice & Thom Brown 
Angela & Garrett Brown 
Edward Cainglit 
Susan & John Caldwell 
Barbara Campbell 
Casa Leaders Inc 
Joan & Robert Cathcart 
Kristin Ceva 
Debbie Chen 
Dennis Chiavelli 
Coalition for Unity and Hope 
Nicole & Matt Cobleigh 
Zan & Walter Cochran-Bond 
Community Health Alliance 
Vida Cosme 
John Dale 
De-Cor 
Hampik Dekermenjian 
Sarah Orth-Desmond & 
   Christian Desmond 
Virginia Detoy 
Debbie & Dave Dillard 
Disney Employee Matching 
   Gifts Program 
Kathleen & Jerry Duncan 
Jennifer & Michael Dyer 
Anna East 
Elise Sang Charitable Trust
Emanuel Bachmann Foundation

Julie & Richard Espinoza 
Jane & Robert Ettinger 
Sydney & Ray Feeney 
Lauren Frankel 
Richard Funmaker 
G.L. Kaplan Construction Co. 
Mark Garscia 
Rhonda & David Gilmore 
Sharon Girdner 
Judith Goodstein 
Mark Goodstein 
Judy & Bob Green 
Harley Ellis Devereaux 
Barbara Hayden 
Mary Hoffman Henriques & 
   Weyron Henriques 
Francisca & Stanley Hirtle 
Monica & Thomas Hubbard 
IBM Employee Services Center 
Julie Prebel & Weston Jackert 
Jewish Community Foundation of 
   Los Angeles 
Junior League of Pasadena
Francine & B. Marshall Katz 
Susan Rifkin & Roger Kauffmann 
Gina Knox 
Pat & Rob Kocsis 
KPMG 
Sue Parilla & Theodore Krontiris 
Alicia & Hector LaFarga, Jr.
Justin Ma & Vanessa Lee 
Mara Leong-Nichols 
Gladys Loera 
Evie & Jorge Lopez 
Irma Lopez 
Dorothy & John Matthiessen 
Carol & Robert McCrary 
Sarah Hilbert & Bryan Mead 
Lori & Donald Meaders 
Stacy & Stuart Miller 
Moms Club of Altadena 
Gretl & G. Arnold Mulder, M.D. 
Jennifer & Edward Murphy 
Jennifer Nakata 
Shelley Sackett & Mark Nay 
Mary & David Noguchi 
Janice & Josh Pais 

Teresa Payton 
Carol Pfaffmann & Richard 
   Phegley 
Linda & Samuel Pillsbury 
Polytechnic School 
Liisa & Andy Primack 
Greta & Robert Pruitt 
Elsa Macias & Ricardo Rivas-Plata 
Tania & Michael Rizzo 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Cokie & Steve Roberts 
Carmie & Rod Rodriguez 
Martha Ruffman 
Angela & Alfonso Salazar 
Chris Huntley & Leonard 
   Schaustal, Jr. 
Cheryl & David Scheidemantle 
James Scherer 
George Schmiedeshoff 
Pam & Tony Schwarz 
Lynn & David Scott 
Carol & Carl Selkin 
Rosemary Simmons 
Sean Smith 
Constance Smith 
Leah Thomson Snell & James Snell 
Mary Quirk & William Steinberg 
Victoria Sung 
Angel Tang 
Temo A. Arjani & Co., LLP 
Brooke & Kirk Thorell 
Bonnie & Bill Todman 
Lian Dolan & Berick Treidler 
Nilaya & Vijay Trisal 
Truist 
UCB Chicano/Latino Alumni Club 
United Way 
Chris Ver Hulst 
Lynda Jenner & J. Patrick Whaley 
Janet Wood 
Alice & Bing Yang 
Kristine & Walter Zavoli 

We also want to thank the 
hundreds of individuals who 
made donations less than $199 
to support our work with families!



A Family’s Story

	 My name is Abby 
Valdovinos.  It is my pleasure to be 
able to represent Mothers’ Club 
since it has become a big part of 
my life.  I began in the afternoon 
program at Mothers’ Club when 
my daughter Helen was a baby 
but we had to leave when she 
turned three years old.  I am very 
grateful that we could return when 
she turned four to join the new 
PreK classroom in the afternoon. 
	 I was seven years old 
when my family came to the 
United States from Mexico.  I was 
able to complete all my education 
here and wanted to continue 
Business Administration in college.  
However, before I could continue 
my education I started to work.  I 
often regret that decision but my 
parents didn’t really encourage us 
to attend college.  It wasn’t part of 
the expectations that they had for 
their kids.  They seemed to value 
jobs instead of education.  That 
is something that I have learned 
to change with my children.  I 
want to encourage them to 
pursue their education, to not 
get distracted, to understand 
that tomorrow is not always 
available.  I had always thought 
I would return to school but 
everyday life makes that dream 
harder to achieve. 
	 Through a friend, I 
heard about Mothers’ Club but 
I hesitated because I couldn’t 
imagine leaving my baby with 
anyone else.  How could anyone 
care for Helen better than me?  I 
finally got on the waiting list but I 
had to wait eight months before 
there was a space available.  	
	 From the first day at 

Mothers’ Club, all my fears were 
gone.  The staff was kind, gentle, 
and I felt a special confidence in 
them.  They cared about Helen 
and me.  They understood my 
concerns as a first time mom.  
The staff knew that I needed to 
slowly separate from my baby 
and they gave me the time to 
learn.  With their help, I was able 
to deal with the simple challenges 
of parenting: separation anxiety, 
potty training, tantrums and more.  
I had experts that helped guide 
me and gave me advice without 
pressure.  As a young mom, I 
needed the help.  Kids are not 
easy and they don’t come with 
a manual. 
	 During our time at Mothers’ 
Club, I noticed that Helen 
developed more language and 

Abby Valdovinos with her husband, Marlon 
Morales, and their children Isaac and Helen



personality.  I know that without 
Mothers’ Club, Helen would not 
be the confident person that she 
is today.  She is social, capable 
and smart.  I see how she plays 
and directs the other children; she 
learned to be a leader.
	 Helen feels at home when 
she is at Mothers’ Club and I 
learned a lot during my time 
here.  I was given an opportunity 
to teach a scrapbooking class as 
part of the leadership program 
and found out that I enjoyed 
leading people.  I felt good 
because parents were helping 
each other, we had become a 
loving community.  I have made 
good friends and don’t feel as 
isolated as before.  I feel more 
confident as a parent and as a 
person. 
	 One of my saddest days 
was when we had to leave.  I kept 
asking to please start a class for 
three year olds.  And when I heard 
about the LAUP [Los Angeles 
Universal Preschool] class for four 
year olds, I immediately called.  By 
then I had a new baby, Isaac, and 
wanted the same experience for 
him.  Luckily, there was a space 
for both Helen and Isaac.  Again, 
I found the same high quality 
staffing and support.  Isaac loves 
to come to school.  From the 
way he is greeted, to all the 
attention he gets - he shines. 
	 Before the kids were born, 
I had dreamed of owning my own 

flower shop. With the support 
and education that I have gotten 
at Mothers’ Club, I have started 
to dream again.  I know that I will 
start my floral decorations.  I plan 
to start selling to friends and then 
someday open my business.  I 
know that I will return to school 
and be a good role model for my 
children.  I will do what Mothers’ 
Club has taught me: be my 
children’s first teacher and 
encourage them to succeed.  
I look forward to helping my 
children through school and 
seeing them graduate from 
college. 
	 I want to thank you all for 
supporting Mothers’ Club.  As a 
parent, I know that we need a 
safe environment where we can 
learn how to be a good parent. 

- Abby Valdovinos
Mothers’ Club Participant

Isaac and Helen
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